AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 



1-5 (canceled): 

1 6. (currently amended): Th e m e thod of c l a i m 5, A method for causing an 

2 application selected for launching by a user during an operating session of a 

3 computer system to be launched during subseguent operating sessions, wherein 

4 the method comprises: 

5 a) detennining that the application has been launched during a portion of 

6 the operating session: 

7 b) determining that the application has been launched a number of times 

8 exceeding a launch number criterion during portions of previous operating 

9 sessions, wherein the launch number criterion is held at a first level in response 

10 to a determination that a blacklist flag has not been set regarding the application 

11 during a previous operating session in response to a selection signal indicating 

12 that the user wants the application to be removed from consideration to be 

13 launched during subseguent operating sessions, and wherein the launch number 

14 criterion is held at a second level in response to a determination that a blacklist 

15 flag has been set regarding the application during a previous operating session in 

16 response to a selection signal indicating that the user wants the application to be 

17 removed from consideration to be launched during subsequent operating 

18 sessions: 

19 c) determining that the application has been launched a percentage of 

20 times exceeding a launch percentage criterion during the portions of previous 

21 operating sessions, wherein the launch percentage criterion is held at a third 

22 level in response to a determination that a blacklist flag has not been set 

23 regarding the application during a previous operating session in response to a 

24 selection signal indicating that the user wants the application to be removed from 

25 consideration to be launched during subsequent operating sessions, and wherein 

26 the launch percentage criterion is held at a fourth level in response to a 
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26 the launch percentage criterion is held at a fourth level in response to a 

27 determination that a blacklist flag has been set regarding the application during a 

28 previous operating session in response to a selection signal indicating that the 

29 user wants the application to be removed from consideration to be launched 

30 during subsequent operating sessions[[.]]; 

31 d) displaying a user interface providing for a user selection indicating 

32 that the user wants the application to be launched during the subseouent 

33 operating sessions, wherein the user interface additionallv provides for a user 

34 selection indicatino that the user wants the application to be removed from 

35 consideration to be launched during subsequent operating sessions: 

36 e) receiving a selection signal indicating that the user wants the 

37 application to be launched during the subsequent operating sessions: and 

38 f) writing data to a startup seguence causing the application to be 

39 launched bv the computer svstem during the subsequent operatinq sessions. 

1 7. (currently amended) Tho method of c l aim 3 A method for causinq an 

2 application selected for launchinq bv a user durinq an operatinq session of a 

3 computer svstem to be launched during subsequent operatinq sessions, wherein 

4 the method comprises: 

5 a) determining that the application has been launched durinq a portion of 

6 the operatinq session: 

7 b) detemiininq that the application has been launched a number of times 

8 exceedinq a launch number criterion durinq portions of previous operatinq 

9 sessions: 

10 c) determining that the application has been launched a percentage of 

11 times exceeding a launch percentage criterion during the portions of previous 

12 operating sessions: 

13 d) displavinq a user interface orovidinq for a user selection indicatino 

14 that the user wants the application to be launched durinq the subsequent 
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15 operating sessions, w herein the user interface additionally provides for a first 

16 user selection indicating that the user wants the application to be removed from 

17 consideration to be launched during subsequent operating sessions and for a 

18 second user selection indicating that the user wants applications removed from 

19 consideration to be launched during subsequent operating sessions not to be 

20 reconsidered for launching during subsequent operating sessions[[,]]i and 

21 whoroin tho mothod add i t i ona ll y inc l udes: 

22 e) receiving a selection signal indicating that the user wants the 

23 application to be launched during the subseguent operatin g sessions: 

24 f) writing data to a startup seouence causing the applicati on to be 

25 launched bv the computer svstem during the subseguent operating sessions: 

26 g) ^determining whether a blacklist flag has been set regarding the 

27 application during a previous operating session in response to a selection signal 

28 indicating that the user wants the application to be removed from consideration to 

29 be launched during subsequent operating sessions; 

30 hl_in response to a detemnination that the blacklist flag has not been set, 

31 holding the launch number criterion at a first level and holding the launch 

32 percentage criterion at a third level; 

33 j}_ln response to a determination that the blacklist flag has been set, 

34 holding the launch number criterion at a second level and holding the launch 

35 percentage criterion at a fourth level; and 

36 iL_in response to a determination that the blacklist flag has been set, 

37 detemiining that a reconsideration flag has not been set in response to a 

38 selection signal indicating that the user wants applications removed from 

39 consideration to be launched during subsequent operating sessions not to be 

40 reconsidered for launching during subsequent operating sessions[[,]]. 

1 8. (original) The method of claim 7. wherein the user interface additionally 

2 provides for user selections setting the first, second, third, and fourth levels. 
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9-13. (canceled) 

1 14. (currentlyamended): Tho computer oyotom of c l aim 11, A computer system 

2 comprising a display screen: data and Instructio n storage storing a plurality of 

3 applications, a startup configuration database, a nd a launch history database 

4 storing data corresponding to preyiouslv launched applications within the plurality 

5 of applications: and a microprocessor progra mmed to perform a method 

6 comprising: 

7 a) reading data within the startup confi guration database: 

8 b) launching an application within the plurality of a pplications from data 

9 corresponding to the application within the startu p configuration database: 

10 c) displaying a first user interface on the display s creen proyiding for 

11 user selection of an application within the plurali ty of applications: 

12 d) launching a user-selected application in respon se to a selection signal 

13 indicating user selection of the application: 

14 e) writing data corresponding to the user-selec ted application to the 

15 launch history database: 

16 f) determining from data stored within the launch hi story database that 

17 the user-selected application has been launched a number of times exceeding a 

18 launch number criterion: 

19 g) detennining from data stored within the launch history database that 

20 the user-selected application has been launched a percentage of times 

21 exceeding a launch percentage criterion: 

22 h) displaying a second user interface on the display screen p royiding for 

23 a user selection indicating that the user wants the user-sele cted application to be 

24 launched during subseguent operating sessions, wherein the second user 

25 interface additionally provides for a first user selection indicating that the user 

26 wants the user-selected application to be removed from consideration to be 
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27 launched during subsequent operating sessions and for a second user selection 

28 indicating that the user wants applications removed from consideration to be 

29 launched during subsequent operating sessions not to be reconsidered for 

30 launching during subsequent operating sessions[[,]]: and wh e r e in tho m e thod 

31 add i t i ona l ly includ e s 

32 i) receiving a selection signal indicating that the user wants the user- 

33 selected application to be launched during the subsequent operating sessions: 

34 and 

35 i) writing data to the startup configuration database corresponding to 

36 the user-selected application: 

37 k) detemiining whether a blacklist flag has been set regarding the user- 

38 selected application during a previous operating session in response to a 

39 selection signal indicating that the user wants the user-selected application to be 

40 removed from consideration to be launched during subsequent operating 

41 sessions; 

42 i) in response to a detennination that the blacklist flag has not been set, 

43 holding the launch number criterion at a first level and holding the launch 

44 percentage criterion at a third level; 

45 m) in response to a determination that the blacklist flag has been set, 

46 holding the launch number criterion at a second level and holding the launch 

47 percentage criterion at a fourth level; and 

48 n} in response to a determination that the blacklist flag has been set, 

49 detemiining that a reconsideration flag has not been set in response to a 

50 selection signal indicating that the user wants applications removed from 

51 consideration to be launched during subsequent operating sessions not to be 

52 reconsidered for launching during subsequent operating sessions[[,]]. 

1 15. (original): The computer system of claim 14. wherein the second user 

2 interface additionally provides for user selections setting the first, second, third, 
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3 and fourth levels. 

1 16. (currently amended): Tho computor oyctom of c l aim 9 . wh e r e in A computer 

2 system comprising a display screen: data and instruction storage storing a 

3 plurality of applications, a t he-startup configuration database i nc l ud e s including a 

4 number of user configuration data structures for a number of users of the 

5 computer system , and a the launch history database i nc l ud e s including a number 

6 of user launch history data structures for a number of users of the computer 

7 system storing data corresponding to previously launched applications within the 

8 plurality of applications: and a microprocessor programmed to perform a method 

9 comprising: 

10 a) determining that a user has logged stop a) i s procodod by a us e r 

1 1 logg i ng onto the computer system[[,]]i 

12 b) reading data within the startup configuration database: wherein . 

13 c) launching an application within the plurality of applications from data 

14 corresponding to the application within the startup configuration database: 

15 d) displaying a first user interface on the display screen proyiding for 

16 user selection of an application within the plurality of applications: 

17 e) launching a user-selected application in response to a selection signal 

18 indicating user selection of the application: 

19 f) writing data corresponding to the user-selected application to the 

20 launch history database, wherein, as the method is performed, data written to 

21 and read from the launch history database is written to and read from the user 

22 launch history data structure of the user logging onto the computer system: 

23 g) detemiining from data stored within the launch history database that 

24 the user-selected application has been launched a number of times exceeding a 

25 launch number criterion: and 

26 h) writing data to the startup configuration database corresponding to 

27 the user-selected application, wherein as the method is performed, data written 
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28 to and read from the startup configuration database is written to and read from 

29 the user configuration data structure of the user logging onto the computer 

30 system , and as the m e thod is performed, data wr i tt e n to and read from th e 

31 l aunch history database is writt e n to and r e ad from th e us e r l aunch history data 

32 structur e of th e us e r logging onto th e computer system . 

1 17. (currently amended): Th e computer syst e m of claim 9, A computer system 

2 comprising a display screen: data and instruction storage storing a plurality of 

3 applications, a startup configuration database, and a launch history database 

4 storing data corresponding to preyiously launched applications within the plurality 

5 of applications: and a microprocessor programmed to perform a method 

6 comprising: 

7 a) reading data within the startup configuration database: 

8 b) launching an application within the plurality of applications from data 

9 corresponding to the application within the startup configuration database: 

10 c) displaying a first user interface on the display screen proyiding for 

11 *user selection of an application within the plurality of applications: 

12 d) launching a user-selected application in response to a selection signal 

13 indicating user selection of the application: 

14 e) writing data corresponding to the user-selected application to the 

15 launch history database, wherein data is written to the launch history database 

16 and to the startup configurat i on databas e corresponding to the user-selected 

17 application only during a predetemiined period following launching applications 

18 within the plurality of applications from data corresponding to the applications 

19 within the startup configuration database[[.]]; 

20 f) determining from data stored within the launch history database that 

21 the user-selected application has been launched a number of times exceeding a 

22 launch number criterion: and 

23 g) writing data to the startup configuration database corresponding to 
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24 the user-selected application, wherein data is written to th e startup configuration 

25 database corresponding to the user-selecte d application only during a 

26 predetermined period following launching appl ications within the plurality of 

27 aPDiications from data corresponding to the app lications within the startup 

28 configuration database. 

18-21 (canceled) 

1 22. (currently amended) Tho computer program product of c l a i m 20, A 

2 computer program product for use with a computer system haying a 

3 microprocessor executing program steps fro m an operating system haying a 

4 capability to launch applications from data corresponding to the applications 

5 stored within a startup configuration database, wherein th e computer program 

6 product includes a computer usable medium haying comp uter readable program 

7 code embodied thereon causing the microprocessor to a dditionally perform a 

8 method comprising: 

9 a) detemiining through an operating system interfa ce with the operating 

10 system that a selected application has been launched: 

11 b) writing data corresponding to the selected application t o a launch 

12 history data file. 

13 c) determining from data stored within the launch history database that 

14 the selected application has been launched a number of times exceeding a 

15 launch number criterion, wherein tho oooond uoor intorfaco add i t i onal l y prov i des 

16 for a user so l oct i on indicating that tho usor wanto tho coloctod app li cat i on to be 

17 romoyod from consideration to bo launched dur i ng subooquont oporating 

18 Goosions, the launch number criterion is held at a first level in response to a 

19 determination that a blacklist flag has not been set regarding the selected 

20 application during a previous operating session in response to a selection signal 

21 indicating that the user wants the selected application to be removed from 
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22 consideration to be launched during subsequent operating sessions, and wherein 

23 the launch number criterion is held at a second level in response to a 

24 determination that a blacklist flag has been set regarding the selected application 

25 during a previous operating session in response to a selection signal indicating 

26 that the user wants the selected application to be removed from consideration to 

27 be launched during subsequent operating sessions[[,]]: 

28 d) detemriinina from data stored within the launch history database that 

29 the selected aoplication has been launched a percentage of times exceeding a 

30 launch percentage criterion, wherein the launch percentage criterion is held at a 

31 third level in response to a determination that a blacklist flag has not been set 

32 regarding the selected application during a previous operating session in 

33 response to a selection signal indicating that the user wants the selected 

34 application to be removed from consideration to be launched during subsequent 

35 operating sessions, and wherein the launch percentage criterion is held at a 

36 fourth level In response to a detemiination that a blacklist flag has been set 

37 regarding the selected application during a previous operating session in 

38 response to a selection signal indicating that the user wants the selected 

39 application to be removed from consideration to be launched during subsequent 

40 operating sessions[[.]]; 

41 e) displaying a second user interface on the display screen providing for 

42 a user selection indicating that the user wants the selected application to be 

43 launched during subseguent operating sessions and additionally providing for a 

44 user selection indicating that the user wants the selected application to be 

45 removed from consideration to be launched during subseguent operating 

46 sessions. 

47 f) receiving a selection signal indicating that the user wants the selected 

48 application to be launched during the subseguent operating sessions: and 

49 g) writing data corresponding to the selected application to the startup 

50 configuration database. 



10/800,836 



1 23. (currently amended): Th e oomputor program product of claim 20, A 

2 computer program product for use with a computer system having a 

3 microprocessor executing program steps from an operating system having a 

4 capability to launch applications from data corresponding to the applications 

5 stored within a startup configuration database, wherein the computer program 

6 product includes a computer usable medium having computer readable program 

7 code embodied thereon causing the microprocessor to additionally perform a 

8 method comprising: 

9 a) detemiining through an operating system interface with the operating 

10 system that a selected application has been launched: 

11 b) writing data corresponding to the selected application to a launch 

12 history data file: 

13 c) determining from data stored within the launch history database that 

14 the selected application has been launched a number of times exceeding a 

15 launch number criterion: 

16 d) detemiining from data stored within the launch history database that 

17 the selected application has been launched a percentage of times exceeding a 

18 launch percentage criterion: 

19 e) displaying a second user interface on the display screen providing for 

20 a user selection indicating that the user wants the selected application to be 

21 launched during subseguent operating sessions, wherein the second user 

22 interface additionally provides for a first user selection indicating that the user 

23 wants the selected application to be removed from consideration to be launched 

24 during subsequent operating sessions and for a second user selection indicating 

25 that the user wants applications removed from consideration to be launched 

26 during subsequent operating sessions not to be reconsidered for launching 

27 during subsequent operating session s, and wh e r ei n the mothod addit i ona ll y 

28 includ e s:; 
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29 fi receiving a selection signal indicating that the user wants the selected 

30 aDPllcation to be launched during the subseguent operating sessions: 

31 g) writing data corresponding to the selected application to the startup 

32 configuration database. 

33 h) detemriining whether a blacklist flag has been set regarding the 

34 selected application during a previous operating session in response to a 

35 selection signal indicating that the user wants the selected application to be 

36 removed from consideration to be launched during subsequent operating 

37 sessions; 

38 i) in response to a determination that the blacklist flag has not been set, 

39 holding the launch number criterion at a first level and holding the launch 

40 percentage criterion at a third level; 

41 i) in response to a determination that the blacklist flag has been set, 

42 holding the launch number criterion at a second level and holding the launch 

43 percentage criterion at a fourth level; and 

44 k) in response to a determination that the blacklist flag has been set, 

45 detemiining that a reconsideration flag has not been set in response to a 

46 selection signal indicating that the user wants applications removed from 

47 consideration to be launched during subsequent operating sessions not to be 

48 reconsidered for launching during subsequent operating sessions[[,]]. 

1 24. (original) The computer program product of claim 23, wherein the second 

2 user interface additionally provides for user selections setting the first, second, 

3 third, and fourth levels. 

1 25. (currently amended): Th e computer program product of c l aim 18, A 

2 computer program product for use with a computer svstem having a 

3 microprocessor executing program steps from an operating svstem having a 

4 capabilitv to launch applications from data corresponding to the applications 
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5 stored within a startup configuration database, wherein the computer program 

6 product includes a computer usable medium having computer readable program 

7 code embodied thereon causing the microprocessor to additionally perform a 

8 method comprising: 

9 a) determining that a user has logged onto the computer system; 

10 b) determining through an operating system interface with the operating 

11 system that a selected application has been launched: 

12 c) writing data corresponding to the selected application to a launch 

13 history database, wherein the launch history database includes a number of 

14 user launch history data structures for a number of users of the computer 

15 system, stop a) i s pr e c e ded by a user logging onto th e comput e r syst e m, and 

16 wherein, as the method is performed, data written to and read from the launch 

17 history database is written to and read from the user launch history data structure 

18 of the user logging onto the computer system: 

19 d) determining from data stored within the launch history database that 

20 the selected application has been launched a number of times exceeding a 

21 launch number criterion: and 

22 e) writing data corresponding to the selected application to the startup 

23 configuration database, wherein as the method is performed, data written to and 

24 read from the startup configuration database is written to and read from a user 

25 configuration data structure of the user logging onto the computer system within 

26 the startup configuration databas e, and as th e m e thod is p e rform e d, data wr i tt e n 

27 to and r e ad from tho launch history databas e is wr i tten to and r e ad from the us e r 

28 l aunch history data structur e of th e us e r l ogg i ng onto th e comput e r syst e m . 

1 26. (currently amended) Th e comput e r program product of claim 18, A 

2 computer program product for use with a computer system haying a 

3 microprocessor executing program steps from an operating system haying a 

4 capability to launch applications from data corresponding to the applications 
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5 stored within a startup configuration database, wherein the computer program 

6 product includes a computer usable medium having computer readable program 

7 code embodied thereon causing the microprocessor to additionally perform a 

8 method comprising: 

9 a) determining through an operating system interface with the operating 

10 system that a selected application has been launched: 

11 b) writing data corresponding to the selected application to a launch 

12 history data file: 

13 c) detemiining from data stored within the launch history database that 

14 the selected application has been launched a number of times exceeding a 

15 launch number criterion wherein data is written to the launch history database 

16 and to the startup configuration databas e corresponding to the selected 

17 application only during a predetermined period following launching applications 

18 within the plurality of applications from data corresponding to the applications 

1 9 within the startup configuration databaseff.1 1: and 

20 d) writing data corresponding to the selected application to the startup 

21 configuration database wherein data is written to the startup configuration 

22 database corresponding to the selected application only during a predetermined 

23 period following launching applications within the plurality of applications from 

24 data corresponding to the applications within the startup configuration database. 

27-35 (canceled) 



10/800,836 



